
The 2018 Ohio Early Childhood Race and Rural Equity Report is the most comprehensive 
early childhood report in Ohio history. Groundwork Ohio analyzed 25 child outcome metrics 
spanning a child’s life course from prenatal care to postsecondary attainment including data 
spanning five state departments and utilizing resources from an additional three. After a 
review of over 200 pages of data and graphics, what's the bottom line?

CHILDREN WHO START BEHIND, USUALLY

STAY BEHIND.
Regardless of which metric you choose to examine, kids who have poor outcomes in one 
metric share the same profile of the kids who have poor outcomes in another. The data is 
extremely predictive in the earliest years due to the critical period of brain development that 
happens in a child’s first five years of life.  Additionally, research is clear that certain metrics 
are predictive of future child outcomes.  For example, kindergarten readiness predicts 
third grade reading achievement, which, in turn, predicts eighth grade math achievement.  
Eighth grade math achievement predicts high school graduation, which is also predictive of 
postsecondary attainment. 

 

IT’S NO SURPRISE THEN, THAT 
ONLY 43% OF THE ADULT WORKFORCE 

HAS A POSTSECONDARY DEGREE OR CREDENTIAL 
LEADING TO A JOB AVAILABLE IN OHIO TODAY.

FOR EXAMPLE: In Ohio, only 40% of kindergartners 
come to the classroom ready to learn.

From the  
Ground Up
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UNEARTHING FAIRNESS FOR

Ohio’s Appalachian Region



OHIO EARLY CHILDHOOD RACE AND RURAL EQUITY REPORT OHIO’S APPALACHIAN REGION

SOME CHILDREN ARE MORE OFTEN 

LEFT BEHIND  
THAN OTHERS.

Gaps between CHILDREN IN POVERTY 
and their higher income peers emerge 
much earlier than state and federal policy 
recognizes and persist long into adulthood.

26.4% OF 
           OHIO CHILDREN AGES 0-5                                 
  ARE LIVING IN POVERTY

Table 1
% Students STATEWIDE Performing at Grade-Level 
by Economic Status
	            Kindergarten     3rd Grade       8th Grade        
	            Readiness            Reading           Math            
Non-Disadvantaged    57%	                       81.3%                    71.7%

Disadvantaged	              26.7%	                       50.3%                    40.5%

STATE TOTAL	              40.6%	                       63.8%	  55%
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Concentrated poverty of CHILDREN IN 
OHIO'S RURAL APPALACHIAN REGION 
is obstinate and barriers to overcoming the       
impacts of poverty in this region are unique 
compared to Ohio’s metropolitan areas.

30.3% OF 
           APPALACHIAN CHILDREN AGES 0-5                             
   ARE LIVING IN POVERTY

Table 2
% Students in the Appalachian Region Performing 
at Grade-Level by Economic Status
	            Kindergarten     3rd Grade       8th Grade        
	            Readiness            Reading           Math            
Non-Disadvantaged    53.4%	                       80.9%                    67.1%

Disadvantaged	              30.1%	                       59.9%                    47.%

REGION TOTAL	              39.2%	                       72%	  59.4%
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Although the gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged children in Ap-
palachian Ohio is smaller and the regional totals in 3rd grade reading and 8th grade 
math are higher than statewide, the Appalachian region falls far behind the state in 
the later years of a child’s education.  Only 17.1% of Ohio’s rural Appalachian region 
has a bachelor’s degree, compared to 26.5% of Ohioans statewide and 13.4% are 
non-high school graduates, compared to 10.7% statewide.  What other factors are 
impacting the workforce-readiness of Appalachian Ohio?



OHIO’S APPALACHIAN REGION OHIO EARLY CHILDHOOD RACE AND RURAL EQUITY REPORT

In the first few years of life, more than 1 million new neural 
connections are formed every second.  These neural con-
nections, the brain’s architecture, are formed through the 
interaction of baby and her environment and early, enriching 
experiences. These critical interactions with adults lay the 
foundation for all later learning, behavior, and health.

In Ohio’s Appalachian region, only 

49.3%					  
 of eligible 0-4 year-olds 
are accessing publicly-funded 
early childhood education.

Of the 21,333 children receiving publicly funded early 
childhood experiences in the Appalachian region, 84% are pre-
school-aged.  This means only 3,336 infants and 
toddlers in the 32-county Appalachian region are receiving pub-
licly-funded early childhood education through child care, preschool, 
and Head Start.

SOME CHILDREN ARE MORE OFTEN 

LEFT BEHIND  
THAN OTHERS.

But gaps emerge long before a 
child enters preschool...

Without consistent and responsive caregiving early on, the brain architecture does 
not form as expected and will lead to disparities in learning and behavior. 

Gaps between advantaged and disadvantaged children begin 
emerging as early as 9 months of age.

Without intervention in the most critical early years of a child’s development, we see 
gaps in disadvantaged children’s health and educational achievement. 



Drafting a New  
Blueprint for Success

 
EARLY 

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IS A POWERFUL  

 

POLICY FOR OHIO’S MOST AT-RISK KIDS. 

NOITNEVERP

At-risk children who have access to high-quality 
early childhood experiences within their first five 
years of life are significantly more likely to be kin-
dergarten ready, graduate high school, have high-
er earnings and better health and are less likely to 
be held back a grade, reliant on public assistance 
or engage in criminal activity. These improved out-
comes not only position our youngest Ohioans for 
lifelong success but also yield the greatest return 
for Ohio taxpayers.  

13% ROI

Current investments in the education of Ohio’s children 
do not reflect what we know about brian science and the 
economics of human development. 

To improve school outcomes and increase the lifelong 
success of children, Ohio needs greater investments in 
high-quality early childhood education for our most at-risk 
children.  It is the proven investment for kids, communities 
and taxpayers.  

K-12 (93.7%)
$10,484,000,000

Early Childhood (6.3%)
$702,005,000
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SPENDING ON KIDS


