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What We Do

We advance quality early childhood 

systems in Ohio by engaging, 

educating and mobilizing diverse 

stakeholders and strategic partners 

to promote data-driven and 

evidence-based early childhood 

policies.



Why We Do It

We know advancing quality early 

learning and healthy development is 

the most transformative strategy to 

increase the life-long success of 

Ohio’s children and lay a strong 

foundation for economic prosperity 

in our state.
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Vision – Why We Do What We Do
People with disabilities have the opportunity to live 
their best lives.

Mission – What We Do
OCALI inspires change and promotes access to 
opportunities for people with disabilities.

Action – How We Do What We Do
OCALI informs public policy and develops and 
deploys practices grounded in linking research to real 
life.



Center for the Young Child

The Center for the Young Child is dedicated 
to sharing resources, providing training & 
technical assistance, and consulting and 
collaborating to impact the development of 
young children. The Center for the Young 
Child promotes a strong start for young 
children and their families – charting a 
positive course for a lifetime of learning, 
growth, and opportunities. 



Office of Policy

The Office of Policy works to connect 
research, real life, and policy so people with 
disabilities can live their best lives for their 
whole lives. We work across public and 
private sectors to inform decision makers, 
create practical, innovative policy, and 
establish partnerships that improve the lives 
of people with disabilities.



OCALI Centers



Developmental 
Milestones
• Children develop at their own pace, so it’s 

impossible to tell exactly when a child will 
learn a given skill.

• However, the developmental milestones give 
a general idea of the changes to expect as a 
child gets older.



Early Childhood Mental Health: Why 
Developmental Milestones?

Children with Adverse 
Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) are more likely to 
have an emotional, 
mental, or behavioral 
disorder.

Children with disabilities 
are more likely to 
experience ACEs.



What are 
ACEs?
• Adverse Childhood Experiences 

(ACEs) is the term used to 
describe all types of abuse, 
neglect, and other potentially 
traumatic experiences that occur 
to people under the age of 18.

• Adverse Childhood Experiences 
have been linked to

• risky health behaviors,
• chronic health conditions
• low life potential, and
• early death.

• As the number of ACEs increases, 
so does the risk for these 
outcomes.



ACEs & Disability

ADHD
Children with ACEs

• more likely to have ADHD 
diagnosis – the more ACEs, 
the more likely

• increased severity of ADHD 
symptoms

ID/DD
Children with ID/DD

• 83 % of children with an 
intellectual disability (ID) 
experienced ACEs

• Children with a developmental 
disability over 3 times more 
likely to experience neglect, 
physical and sexual abuse

ASD
Children with ASD

• almost twice as likely to have 
multiple ACEs

• 3-4 times more likely to be 
bullied



National Information & Prevalence 

• Over 6.7 million students ages 3-21 receive special 
education services

• Represents approximately 13% of the population
• Does not include children birth-3 years
• Does not include children undiagnosed or “at-risk”
• Does not include children attending private schools

• National Center for Education Statistics-
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgg.asp

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgg.asp


Ohio Department of Education

• 15.2 % of all Ohio's preschool and school-aged students, 
which include all children (3-5 yrs. and 6-21yrs.) students 
with a disability.  

• 270,142 students reported to the Ohio Department of 
Education who were identified with disabilities and eligible 
to receive special education services or related services. 
(10/31/17)

• 266,671 eligible students received services, amounting to 
98.72 percent of all students identified as eligible for special 
education being served (2017-18)



Ohio Early Intervention (EI): SFY 2018

• 32,040 referrals made to EI
• 23,438 children were eligible 
• Continued increase 
• New areas of eligibility

• Elevated Blood Lead Levels
• Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)



Understanding the 
Brain
• Genetic make up & experiences influence 

development
• “serve & return” process has a big impact

• Neural connections for different brain functions 
develop sequentially

• Sensory pathways
• Language
• Higher cognitive functions

• Emotional well-being & social competence provides a 
foundation for emerging cognitive abilities



Influences on Learning
• Consistent adults in a child’s life have the greatest 

influence on learning and development

• Foundational skills for positive communication 
outcomes

• Joint attention
• Imitation
• Play

• Contingent responses relate to better language 
and developmental outcomes 

• Embedded throughout day = increased intensity

Providers

Other adults

Caregivers

Child



Our Role in Early 
Care & Education

• Gaps in development tend to 
appear before children turn 2

• You make the difference in 

• Shaping brain 
development

• Developing school 
readiness

• Closing the opportunity 
gap

• Zero to Three-
www.zerotothree.org

http://www.zerotothree.org/


Key Findings from Zero to Three
(Millennial Connections, 2018)



Key Findings from Family Surveys

Pathways Survey

One out of 2 families who had a child with ASD 
was told by a healthcare professional nothing was 
wrong, behavior was normal, or child would “grow 

out of it.”

Ohio Interagency Work Group on 
Autism Survey

Over 90% of respondents were told their child did 
not have autism and/or “wait and see”

Concerns were largely noticed between 0 and 3, 
and the #1 concern was behavior, followed by 

sensory, and eye contact



Talking with 
Families about 
Concerns
• Act Early 

• Talk regularly about 
development

• Share resources

• Listen Closely 

• Resources @ Learn the Signs. 
Act Early: 
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/in
dex

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html


Access to Care

• Children’s Hospitals top-ranked workforce shortages
• Developmental Pediatrics
• Child & Adolescent Psychiatry
• Pediatric Neurology

• Average wait time to see specialist
• Developmental Pediatrics = Almost 5 months
• Child & Adolescent Psychiatry = 2 ½ months

• Racial & Ethnic Disparities
• Children from racial or ethnic minority groups are 

significantly less likely to receive timely services after an 
autism diagnosis

• Significantly less likely to receive the recommended 
amount or type of service



Help Me Grow: (855)418-3322



Ohio Early 
Intervention

www.ohioearlyintervention.org

1-800-755-4769

Ohio’s statewide system that 
provides coordinated services 
to parents of birth to 3 years 
with disabilities or 
developmental delays in Ohio.

http://www.ohioearlyintervention.org/


Ohio Early 
Childhood 
Mental 
Health

• www.mha.ohio.gov/Schools-
and-
Communities/Educators/Early-
Childhood-Mental-Health

• Birth through age 6 resources, 
supports, and/or consultation in 
Early Childhood settings

• Request a consultation: contact 
Ohio Preschool Expulsion 
Prevention Partnership at (844) 
678-ABCs (2227)

http://www.mha.ohio.gov/Schools-and-Communities/Educators/Early-Childhood-Mental-Health


Where can I learn more?

• Ohio Department of Developmental 
Disabilities (DODD)- www.dodd.ohio.gov

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE)-
www.education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-
Education

• Bold Beginning!-
www.boldbeginning.ohio.gov

http://www.dodd.ohio.gov/
http://www.education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education
http://www.boldbeginning.ohio.gov/


Family Resources

Bold Beginning! 
www.boldbeginning.ohio.gov

Learn the Signs. Act Early. 
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index

The Ohio Coalition for the Education 
of Children with Disabilities 
www.ocecd.org

First Words Project 
www.firstwordsproject.com

http://www.boldbeginning.ohio.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html
http://www.ocecd.org/
http://www.firstwordsproject.com/


Inclusion and Early Childhood Mental 
Health
Including children with 
disabilities in early childhood 
programs, together with their 
peers without disabilities.

Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children With Disabilities in Early Childhood 
Programs (2015),  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. 
Department of Education.



OCALI Resources

Autism Certification Center (OCCRRA approved)-
www.autismcertificationcenter.org

Lending Library-
www.ocali.org/project/lending_library

Outreach Center for Deafness and Blindness 
(OCCRRA coming)-www.promotingaccess.org

http://www.autismcertificationcenter.org/
http://www.ocali.org/project/lending_library
http://www.promotingaccess.org/


OCALI Resources 

Family & Community Outreach Center-
www.ocali.org/project/asd-a-basic-introduction-for-
families

Center for the Young Child-
www.ocali.org/project/tidbits-for-toddlers

Autism Center-www.ocali.org/center/autism

http://www.ocali.org/project/asd-a-basic-introduction-for-families
http://www.ocali.org/project/tidbits-for-toddlers
https://www.ocali.org/center/autism


Thank You

visit us at 
www.ocali.org



THANK  YOU!
To learn more, visit
www.GroundworkOhio.org

@GroundworkOhio
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