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Drafting a New  
Blueprint for Success
A CALL TO ACTION 1. Gaps between children in poverty and their 

higher-income peers emerge much earlier 

than state and federal policy recognizes. 

These gaps persist long into adulthood. 

2. Race and rural geography play a 

determinative role in these gaps. 

3. The sheer volume of metrics in which these 

early gaps emerge should serve as a clarion 

call to policymakers that more must be done.
 

The solution is to close the gaps for Ohio’s 

kids where they begin—early. To improve 

school outcomes and increase the lifelong 

success of children, Ohio needs greater 

investments in high-quality early childhood 

education for our most at-risk children. 
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13% ROI

The return on public investment in high-quality, early childhood 
programs is upwards of 13%.

 
Providing high quality 
early childhood 
education for Ohio’s 
most at-risk children, 
during the most 
critical period of their 
development, yields 
the greatest return on 
public investment.

Experts conclude that when investments are made early,  
children are:

    

More likely to...
•	 Be kindergarten ready.

•	 Graduate high school.

•	 Have higher earnings  
and better health.

•	 Be held back a grade.

•	 Be reliant on public assistance.

•	 Engage in criminal behavior.

    

Less likely to...

Data source: Dr. James Heckman, Nobel Laureate in Economics

 

We can invest in quality  
early childhood education...  

Or, pay later in the costly juvenile  
justice & adult corrections systems.

 
EARLY 

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IS A POWERFUL  

 

POLICY FOR OHIO’S MOST AT-RISK KIDS. 

OHIO CAN INVEST NOW 
OR WE WILL PAY SIGNIFICANTLY LATER.

SIMILARLY:

NOITNEVERP

Just Like...

We can pay a few cents 
for a parking meter...  

Or, pay for an 
expensive ticket later.

We can buy a low-cost 
smoke detector... 

Or, pay to rebuild a home 
after a tragic house fire.
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ONLY 6.3%
OF STATE INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION  

ARE SPENT ON CHILDREN FROM BIRTH TO AGE 5.

Sources & Definitions

EQUITY & DISAGGREGATED DATA
Race Equity and Inclusion Action Guide: www.aecf.org/resources/race-equity-and-inclusion-action-guide

The Equity Manifesto: www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/pl_sum15_manifesto_FINAL_4app.pdf

Diversity & Equity in Early Childhood Systems-Build Initiative: www.buildinitiative.org/TheIssues/DiversityEquity.aspx

Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation-W.K. Kellogg Foundation: www.kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/researchandstrategicinitiatives/implicit-bias-review

Racial Equity Tools: www.racialequitytools.org

Implicit Bias Review: www.kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/researchandstrategicinitiatives/implicit-bias-review

Bias Isn’t Just A Police Problem, It’s A Preschool Problem-NPR: www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/09/28/495488716/bias-isnt-just-a-police-
problem-its-a-preschool-problem  
The Harvard Implicit Bias Test: www.implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html

BRAIN SCIENCE
Center on the Developing Child (2009). Five Numbers to Remember About Early Childhood Development (Brief). 
Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

Center on the Developing Child (2009). Key Concepts: Brain Architecture (Brief). 
Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

Center on the Developing Child (2007). The Science of Early Childhood Development:  
Closing the Gap Between What We Know and What We Do.
Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

The Campaign for Grade Level Reading. The 30 Million Word Gap:  
The Role of Parent-Child Verbal Interaction in Language and Literacy Development.  
Retrieved from http://gradelevelreading.net  

ZERO TO THREE (2017). The Basics of Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health: A Briefing Paper. 
Retrieved from www.zerotothree.org 

Resources & References from the Introduction Pages:
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KEY DEFINITION

Economically Disadvantaged:
The portion of a school district’s student population that meets any of the following conditions:

1.	 Students who are known to be eligible to receive free or reduced-price lunches; a program through the United States 
Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A) National School Lunch Program. The Federal eligibility criteria for free and reduced price
lunch is 185% FPL.

2.	 Students who have not submitted an application for free or reduced-price lunch or who have not been directly certified as
eligible but reside in a household in which a member is known to be eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.

3.	 Students who are known to be recipients of or whose guardians are known to be recipients of public assistance. 

4.	 Students whose parents or guardians have completed a Title I student income form and meet the income guidelines specified. 
Also, some districts have opted for the federal Community Eligibility Program (CEP) that enables eligible school districts to 
identify all or nearly all of their students as disadvantaged in order to remove the stigma associated with identifying a need for
school lunch and breakfast.
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TO IMPROVE SCHOOL OUTCOMES AND INCREASE THE LIFELONG SUCCESS 

OF CHILDREN, OHIO NEEDS GREATER INVESTMENTS IN HIGH-QUALITY  

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FOR OUR MOST AT-RISK CHILDREN.  

IT IS THE PROVEN INVESTMENT  
FOR KIDS, COMMUNITIES & TAXPAYERS.

It’s time to draft a new blueprint for success.

JOIN US.

K-12 (93.7%)
$10,484,000,000

Early Childhood (6.3%)
$702,005,000

Current investments  
in the education of  
Ohio's children 
DO NOT REFLECT WHAT  
WE KNOW about brain 
science and the economics 
of human development.

A Call to Action
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Juvenile Justice:

8th Grade Math Achievement:

High School Graduation:

Postsecondary Attainment:
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SOURCES
Ohio Department of Education, Special Education-Disability 
Specific Resources  http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Edu-
cation/Students-with-Disabilities

DATA SOURCE
Ohio Department of Education

SOURCES
The Heckman Equation  
https://heckmanequation.org

Ohio Legislative Service Commission. House Bill 49, 132nd 
General Assembly, “Budget in Detail (with FY 2017 Actual 
Expenditures).” 14 July 2017.

 K-12 Budget: State-Source GRF, LGF, PLF, LPEF Expenditures.

Child Care Budget: 
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services: GRF, Line 
#600535 “Early Care and Education”; DPF, 5KT0, Line #600696 
“Early Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #600413 “Child Care 
State/Maintenance of Effort.”

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services: 
GRF, Line #336511 “Early Child Mental Health Counselors  
and Consultation.

Preschool Budget:
Ohio Department of Education: GRF, Line #200408 “Early 
Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #200442 “Childcare 
Licensing.”

Home Visiting Budget:
Department of Health: GRF, Line #440459 “Help Me Grow.”

SOURCES
Ohio Department of Youth Services 
http://www.dys.ohio.gov  

  

DATA SOURCE
Ohio Department of Youth Services FY2017  
Profile of Youth Adjudicated or Committed for Felony Offenses

SOURCES
U.S. Department of Education, “College-and  
Career-Ready Students”  
www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/college-career-ready.pdf

  
DATA SOURCE
Ohio Department of Education, Ohio School Report Card FY17

SOURCES
College & Career Readiness & Success Center   
https://ccrscenter.org/sites/default/files/CCRS%20Center_Predic-
tors%20of%20Postsecondary%20Success_final_0.pdf  

Save the Children, 2018 End of Child Report  
www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/resource-library/ 
end-of-childhood  

DATA SOURCE
Ohio Department of Education, School Report Card FY16

SOURCES
Ohio Department of Higher Education,  
www.ohiohighered.org/attainment

Lumina Foundation, A Stronger Nation  
http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2018/#state/OH  
 

DATA SOURCE
U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey 
(ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and 
file B17003 for Income. 
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Ohio Early Childhood Race & Rural Equity Report

GroundworkOhio.org

Join Us.
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