Expanding Child Groundwork
Care in Rural Ohio

Children with access to high-quality early learning experiences within their first five years
of life are more likely to be kindergarten-ready, graduate from high school, and have
higher earnings and better health later in life. Despite this understanding, most

of Ohio’s youngest rural children are not being served by early learning programs.

Even before COVID-19, 60% of rural Ohioans lived in a “child care desert,”"

an area with more than 50 children under five and no providers, or an area with
three times as many children as licensed child care seats. Rural Ohioans are twice
as likely to experience a child care desert compared to 30 percent? of all Ohioans.
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Child Care in Rural America
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choose between taking on full-time work or staying
unemployed or underemployed because they cannot
afford the high cost of child care, and care is often not even
available where they live.

Rural families spend 12.2% of their income on
child care.® In addition to contributing to

the economic instability of working
families, children in poverty have

disparate access to quality early
learning experiences.

Child Care in Ohio’s Rural Appalachian Region

Ohio’s Appalachian region is made up of 32 counties concentrated
in the Southern and Eastern parts of the state.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XHt3tWdCZQ

Recommendations for Action:

The 2023 Farm Bill is a critical piece of national legislation

that primarily addresses agriculture and food policy, [ Nationally, three-quarters (77%) of farm
and also allocates resources for rural development families with children under 18 report
initiatives. The enacted policy known as the Agriculture difficulties securing child care because
Improvement Act of 2018 (2018 Farm ACt), was Signed of Iack of aﬁordabilit.yl availab”it-y’ or
into law on December 20, 2018, and is effective until 2023. quality. Almost half (48%) report that

The upcoming bill would reauthorize this policy and, for
the first time, direct rural development funds to improve

access and quality of child care in the U.S., and specifically . .
in Appalachian regions. their farm business.

having access to affordable child care is

important for maintaining and growing
9%10

A bipartisan effort called the Expanding Child Care in
Rural America (ECRA) Act of 2023 has been introduced
as part of the Farm Bill by a group of U.S. Senators and
Representatives, including Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown.
The bill aims to address child care challenges in rural and
agricultural communities. It directs the U.S. Department of 50%
Agriculture (USDA) to provide grants, loans, and technical
assistance to improve child care facilities in rural areas.
The ECRA Act is supported by many state and national
organizations and seeks to enhance child care access
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We need pOleymakeIS to consider the Living in Poverty Accessing Publicly Funded
. . . Child C
following recommendations to support child e
care in rural and Appalachian areas of Ohio: @ Appalachian Ohio @ The Rest of the State
* Increase Funding for Rural Child Care
Advocate for the ECRA Act to be included within the
2023 Farm Bill to support rural child care programs.
e Expand Access to Early Childhood Education 0
Promote State: and Federal |c‘)o||C|es.that expand By combining efforts at the
access to quality early experiences in center- and
home-based programs. federal, state, and local levels,
* Community Partnerships it’s possible to strengthen child

Encourage collaboration and innovative solutions in . . 1
rural communities to increase investment in early care services i rural areas

childhood education within the communities. of Ohio, ultimately benefiting

e State and Local Initiatives familieS, Chﬂdren, and the
Complement the Farm Bill efforts with state and local

policies tailored to the unique needs of Ohio’s rural
and Appalachian regions.

broader community.
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http://groundworkohio.org
https://groundwork798.sharepoint.com/sites/Public/Shared Documents/Public/Groundwork Ohio/Center for Early Learning/Webinars/Rural Childcare Webinar 2023/bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/BPC_35-State-Mapping-Report-One-Pagers_OH_RV0.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/rural-communities-need-federal-child-care-investments/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-bill/2023-farm-bill/
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/sherrod-brown-ohio-farm-families-pushing-expand-child-care-rural-america
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