
4
SECTION

Taking an  
Evaluative View
• POSTSECONDARY ATTAINMENT As Ohio’s children continue to grow, their 

success is, in large part, a reflection of their 

earliest experiences. The same kids who 

are behind in kindergarten and third grade 

continue to fall behind in eighth grade, and 

are less likely to graduate high school and 

struggle to obtain a credential or degree. 

Ohio’s most vulnerable children often find 

themselves in the juvenile justice system. 

When children are not positioned for success 

early, Ohio pays later.
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FY16 4-Year Graduation Rate of Students by  
ECONOMIC STATUS IN SELECTED OHIO REGIONS
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R
ef

le
ct

io
n HOW DO OHIO’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES IMPACT THE 

STRENGTH OF THE STATE’S FUTURE WORKFORCE?

HOW CAN WE CREATE A CULTURE THAT EMPHASIZES GRADUATING 

FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND GOING ON TO ATTEND COLLEGE OR  

EARN A CREDENTIAL?

High School Graduation Postsecondary Attainment
Only 43% of Ohio’s workforce (Ohio residents ages 25-64) have some 
type of credential beyond high school that qualifies them for available 
jobs, including high-quality certificates, associate degrees and higher. 
Currently, 56% of in-demand jobs in Ohio require a postsecondary certificate or above. By 2020, 65% of jobs 
in Ohio will require a postsecondary degree, certificate or credential. While Ohio has a set a goal to reach 65% 
attainment by 2025 to match the skills of the workforce to available meaningful employment, the state is far off 
from reaching this goal. 

	 STATEWIDE ANALYSIS: 	 
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 
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Ohio Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Ohio Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 137,794	 593,162	 140,673	 871,629	 15.8%	 68.1%	 16.1%		
White	 603,441	 4,118,241	 1,799,503	 6,521,185	 9.3%	 63.2%	 27.6%
Asian	 19,055	 39,774	 91,110	 149,939	 12.7%	 26.5%	 60.8%	
Multracial/Other	 32,740	 106,343	 34,655	 173,738	 18.8%	 61.2%	 19.9%
Hispanic	 53,206	 113,479	 36,210	 202,895	 26.2%	 55.9%	 17.8%
TOTAL	 846,236	 4,970,999	 2,102,151	 7,919,386	 10.7%	 62.8%	 26.5%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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Postsecondary AttainmentPostsecondary Attainment

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 
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Cuyahoga County
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Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher            
Black	 22,433	 104,630	 31,418	 158,481	 14.2%	 66.0%	 19.8%		
White	 40,064	 283,490	 245,211	 568,765	 7.0%	 49.8%	 43.1%
Asian	 4,851	 9,249	 23,416	 37,516	 12.9%	 24.7%	 62.4%	
Multracial/Other	 5,185	 15,701	 6,789	 27,675	 18.7%	 56.7%	 24.5%
Hispanic	 9,483	 15,060	 6,478	 31,021	 30.6%	 48.5%	 20.9%
TOTAL	 82,016	 428,130	 313,312	 823,458	 10.0%	 52.0%	 38.0%

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 40,657	 160,603	 34,147	 235,407	 17.3%	 68.2%	 14.5%		
White	 45,140	 309,452	 209,661	 564,253	 8.0%	 54.8%	 37.2%
Asian	 2,964	 6,013	 16,064	 25,041	 11.8%	 24.0%	 64.2%	
Multracial/Other	 5,007	 13,789	 5,257	 24,053	 20.8%	 57.3%	 21.9%
Hispanic	 10,191	 20,805	 5,968	 36,964	 27.6%	 56.3%	 16.1%
TOTAL	 103,959	 510,662	 271,097	 885,718	 11.7%	 57.7%	 30.6%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 

BlackBlack AsianAsian Multiracial 
or Other

Multiracial 
or Other

HispanicHispanic WhiteWhite TOTALTOTAL

40%40%

70%70%

10%10% 20%15%

43%
37%

21%
16%

62%64%

25%22%

38%
31%



4SECTION Taking an Evaluative View

192

4SECTIONTaking an Evaluative View

193

Postsecondary AttainmentPostsecondary Attainment

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 9,760	 47,974	 12,080	 69,814	 14.0%	 68.7%	 17.3%		
White	 24,646	 172,539	 75,859	 273,044	 9.0%	 63.2%	 27.8%
Asian	 1,072	 2,219	 3,964	 7,255	 14.8%	 30.6%	 54.6%	
Multracial/Other	 948	 4,855	 1,769	 7,572	 12.5%	 64.1%	 23.4%
Hispanic	 1,634	 3,975	 1,454	 7,063	 23.1%	 56.3%	 20.6%
TOTAL	 38,060	 231,562	 95,126	 364,748	 10.4%	 63.5%	 26.1%

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 20,035	 86,385	 20,145	 126,565	 15.8%	 68.3%	 15.9%		
White	 27,364	 196,099	 157,380	 380,843	 7.2%	 51.5%	 41.3%
Asian	 1,730	 2,615	 8,566	 12,911	 13.4%	 20.3%	 66.3%	
Multracial/Other	 2,243	 6,162	 3,149	 11,554	 19.4%	 53.3%	 27.3%
Hispanic	 3,362	 4,708	 3,624	 11,694	 28.7%	 40.3%	 31.0%
TOTAL	 54,734	 295,969	 192,864	 543,567	 10.1%	 54.4%	 35.5%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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Hamilton County
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Montgomery County
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Postsecondary AttainmentPostsecondary Attainment

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Race & Ethnicity 

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

Percentage with a Bachelors Degree or Higher  
Age 25 or Older by Race & Ethnicity

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 10,108	 39,865	 5,437	 55,410	 18.2%	 71.9%	 9.8%		
White	 166,158	 901,362	 223,826	 1,291,346	 12.9%	 69.8%	 17.3%
Asian	 951	 2,702	 3,989	 7,642	 12.4%	 35.4%	 52.2%	
Multracial/Other	 4,664	 15,022	 3,218	 22,904	 20.4%	 65.6%	 14.0%
Hispanic	 5,386	 11,542	 2,354	 19,282	 27.9%	 59.9%	 12.2%
TOTAL	 187,267	 970,493	 238,824	 1,396,584	 13.4%	 69.5%	 17.1%

		  # of	 # with	 TOTAL		  % of	 % with
	 # of NON	 High School	 Bachelors	 Persons	 % of NON	 High School	 Bachelors
Race	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree	 Age 25	 High School	 Grads or	 Degree 
& Ethnicity	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher           
Black	 6,604	 33,174	 7,802	 47,580	 13.9%	 69.7%	 16.4%		
White	 22,890	 184,013	 100,416	 307,319	 7.4%	 59.9%	 32.7%
Asian	 2,670	 2,783	 4,202	 9,655	 27.7%	 28.8%	 43.5%	
Multracial/Other	 893	 4,164	 1,549	 6,606	 13.5%	 63.0%	 23.4%
Hispanic	 1,058	 2,640	 1,543	 5,241	 20.2%	 50.4%	 29.4%
TOTAL	 34,115	 226,774	 115,512	 376,401	 9.1%	 60.2%	 30.7%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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Summit County
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Educational attainment by income is only available for persons above and below 100% of the federal poverty 
level (FPL). The graphs in this section show the percentage of each group that are at the 4 different levels of 
educational attainment reported by the American Community Survey data. 

For example, Table 2b and Chart 2 show that 24.6% of persons below FPL are not college graduates 
while only 8.3% of those above FPL are not college graduates. 

Ohio Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Ohio Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 222,684	 348,569	 253,582	 82,145	 906,980
Above Poverty	 561,088	 2,243,234	 1,988,669	 1,999,243	 6,792,234

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 34,008	 42,081	 36,938	 14,024	 127,051
Above Poverty	 62,129	 199,617	 215,751	 253,913	 731,410

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 24.6%	 38.4%	 28.0%	 9.1%
Above Poverty	 8.3%	 33.0%	 29.3%	 29.4%

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 26.8%	 33.1%	 29.1%	 11.0%
Above Poverty	 8.5%	 27.3%	 29.5%	 34.7%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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	 STATEWIDE ANALYSIS: 	 
 	 Educational Attainment by Income Level
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Chart 2

	 REGIONAL ANALYSIS: 	  
 	 Educational Attainment by Income Level
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Postsecondary Attainment Postsecondary Attainment

30%30%

50%50%

10%10%

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 43,884	 56,882	 45,557	 22,141	 168,464
Above Poverty	 84,032	 286,465	 319,463	 479,397	 1,169,357

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 26,300	 33,119	 25,703	 13,069	 98,191
Above Poverty	 50,095	 167,081	 192,469	 297,537	 707,182

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 26.0%	 33.8%	 27.0%	 13.1%
Above Poverty	 7.2%	 24.5%	 27.3%	 41.0%

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 26.8%	 33.7%	 26.2%	 13.3%
Above Poverty	 7.1%	 23.6%	 27.2%	 42.1%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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Hamilton County
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Postsecondary Attainment Postsecondary Attainment

30%30%

50%50%

10%10%

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 8,742	 15,317	 12,548	 4,337	 40,944
Above Poverty	 23,757	 103,320	 92,130	 110,325	 329,532

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 11,302	 16,844	 17,375	 4,308	 49,829
Above Poverty	 24,655	 83,763	 108,619	 89,704	 306,741

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 21.4%	 37.4%	 30.6%	 10.6%
Above Poverty	 7.2%	 31.4%	 28.0%	 33.5%

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 22.7%	 33.8%	 34.9%	 8.6%
Above Poverty	 8.0%	 27.3%	 35.4%	 29.2%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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Summit County
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Postsecondary Attainment

30%

50%

10%

Educational Attainment of Persons  
Age 25 or Older by Income

Percentage Educational Attainment of Persons   
Age 25 or Older by Income

			   # with	 # with	 TOTAL
	 # of NON	 # of	 Associates	 Bachelors	 Persons
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree	 Age 25 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher	 or Older     
 
Below Poverty	 48,012	 82,457	 47,296	 11,180	 188,945
Above Poverty	 126,728	 483,497	 329,144	 225,010	 1,164,379

			   % with	 % with
	 % of NON	 % of	 Associates	 Bachelors
	 High School	 High School	 Degree or	 Degree 
Income	 Graduates	 Graduates	 Some College	 or Higher    
 
Below Poverty	 25.4%	 43.6%	 25.0%	 5.9%
Above Poverty	 10.9%	 41.5%	 28.3%	 19.3%

Data source: U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey (ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and file B17003 for Income. 
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REMEMBER:

ONLY 40%
OF OHIO KINDERGARTNERS  

ENTER THE CLASSROOM 

READY TO LEARN.

R
ef

le
ct

io
n WHY IS IT NO SURPRISE THAT THE STATE KINDERGARTEN 

READINESS MEASURE ALIGNS WITH THE POSTSECONDARY 

SUCCESS OF OUR ADULT WORKFORCE WITH ONLY 43% OF THE 

WORKFORCE HAVING THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT THAT 

MATCHES SKILLS REQUIRED BY JOBS AVAILABLE TODAY?

DID THE CHILDREN WHO WERE LEFT BEHIND EARLIER  

IN THEIR SCHOOL CAREER STAY BEHIND?
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SOURCES
The Heckman Equation 
https://heckmanequation.org

Ohio Legislative Service Commission. House Bill 49, 132nd
General Assembly, “Budget in Detail (with FY 2017 Actual 
Expenditures).” 14 July 2017.

 K-12 Budget: State-Source GRF, LGF, PLF, LPEF Expenditures.

Child Care Budget: 
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services: GRF, Line
#600535 “Early Care and Education”; DPF, 5KT0, Line #600696
“Early Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #600413 “Child Care
State/Maintenance of Effort.”

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services: 
GRF, Line #336511 “Early Child Mental Health Counselors 
and Consultation.

Preschool Budget:
Ohio Department of Education: GRF, Line #200408 “Early
Childhood Education”; GRF, Line #200442 “Childcare 
Licensing.”

Home Visiting Budget:
Department of Health: GRF, Line #440459 “Help Me Grow.”

SOURCES
Ohio Department of Higher Education,  
www.ohiohighered.org/attainment

Lumina Foundation, A Stronger Nation  
http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2018/#state/OH  

DATA SOURCE
U.S. Department of the Census American Community Survey 
(ACS) 2016 5 Year data set, file S1501 for Race & Ethnicity and 
file B17003 for Income. 

SECTION Drafting a New Blueprint for Success5
A Call to Action:

https://heckmanequation.org
https://www.ohiohighered.org/attainment 
http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2018/#state/OH
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